
 Several of the most admired brick homes on Enid’s “West Side” are 
located in the 2000 block of West Maine and the 400 and 500 blocks of 
South Hayes.  These residences, built during Enid’s  “Golden Era” in the 
1920's and 30's, were the homes of some of Enid’s most prominent citizens; 
furniture dealer C. E. Loomis and later Dr. Harry Hudson (2016 W. Maine); 
newspaper publisher William Taylor (2015 W. Maine); oil distributor J.D. 
Montgomery (2010 W. Maine);   J. C. Penny’s store manager Gus Ehly (524 
S. Hayes); attorney Louie McKnight (516 S. Hayes); and banker Fred Cham-
plin (510 S. Hayes).  Each of these residences, and many other fine homes in 
Enid, had one thing in common, they were each built by contractor Roy Nor-
ris. 

 

 Roy was born in 1882 in Nebraska and learned the building trade in 
Des Moines, Iowa, from well known home builder, Charles Ardell Coon.  
Coon also introduced Roy to his daughter, Mary Isabell (“Mamie Bell”), 
whom Roy married in 1905.  Roy and Mamie Bell had three children, how-
ever, their marriage ended in divorce in 1918 and Roy left Des Moines to 
start a new life.   

 

 Arriving in Enid in 1919 Roy joined his brothers, Robert A. (Bob) 
and Louis B. (Luke), in partnership building modest bungalow-style homes 
in the bustling city of Enid.  Houses constructed at 1110 W. Broadway and 
418 and 427 S. Buchanan are typical of the homes Norris and his brothers 
built in the early 1920's.  By the mid-1920's, Enid was “Roaring” due to the 
oil economy, fueled by a second boom in the Garber-Covington oil field, and 
the growth of H. H. Champlin’s refining company.  Also, Pillsbury had con-
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structed a large flour mill in Enid in 1928 and the entire town was upbeat with optimism.  Roy wanted to 
capitalize on the opportunities and urged his brothers to take on construction of larger, more expensive 
homes.  His brothers feared the financial risks of the larger “spec” homes and the Norris brothers parted 
ways.  Roy began building larger, predominately brick homes.  His standard “mode of operation” was to 
build a home on “spec” and then live in it until it sold.  Roy’s reputation grew as he sold homes to oil man 
Clyde Pulse at 1609 W. Broadway and   J. C. Penny’s store manager, A. M. Ehly, at 1414 W. Broadway 
(prior to the construction of the large Ehly home on S. Hayes). 

 

Maine Street Project (1926) 
 

 In 1926, Norris undertook his most ambitious project to date.  In May of that year, Norris purchased 
twenty lots in the 1900 and 2000 blocks of West Maine and Broadway.  The lots were purchased from the 
developer Highland Park Townsite Co. (owned by S.R. Marshall, Herbert Kaufman, and C. E. Gannon).  In 

the transaction, Highland 
Park hoped to complete the 
development of its addition 
which was platted in 1905.  
Later in the year Norris and 
other developers who owned 
lots in the area would replat 
some of the area to allow 
larger lot sizes.  By late 
1926, Norris announced his 
plans to construct several 
larger homes in the area.  
With his Maine Street pro-
ject he established his repu-
tation as a “builder of better 
homes.”  The numerous 
brick homes built by Norris 
in the 2000 block of West 
Maine are examples of his 
distinctive brick work that 
became his local trademark.  
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Ehly House and Hayes Street Project (1928) 
 

 In February of 1928, Norris announced 
his second big project.  He contracted to pur-
chase 47 lots in the 400 and 500 blocks of 
South Hayes and Garfield Streets in the Gar-
land Addition.  Norris made frequent trips to 
Oklahoma City to get ideas for his new homes, 
many of which were designed by him in his 
ever present drawing board at his home.  Roy’s 
new project received a boost in April of 1928 
when Gus and Lucy Ehly selected him to build 
their Spanish Mission revival dream home on 
one of his South Hayes lots (524 S. Hayes).  
Gus Ehly had come to Enid in 1917 at the onset 
of the economic boom which started when oil 
was discovered in Garfield County the year be-
fore.  He came to Enid to establish J.C. Penny’s fourth store in Oklahoma.  From the beginning, the Enid 
store was one of the top J.C. Penny’s locations in the nation, and the Ehly family prospered.  Gus and his 
wife had traveled extensively in Europe and wanted a house designed to accommodate many items they had 
picked up on their travels, including chandeliers from Czechoslovakia.  The Ehly house is reported to have 
been the first house in Enid with a construction cost in excess of $100,000.  Special features incorporated 
into the approximately 10,000 square foot house included parquet and solid walnut floors and ceiling 
beams, brass fittings, mahogany wood paneling, crown molding, cedar lined mahogany closets, and Ameri-
can Indian and steel fireplaces.  A 25 yard indoor swimming pool was placed in the basement together with 
an eating facility and a billiards room.  Outside featured a tennis court, gazebo, fish pond, a formal sunken 
garden, shuffleboard, and croquet areas.  The Ehly house was one of Enid’s show places.   

 

 The summer of 1928 was an exciting and busy time for Enid and Norris.  His Hayes Street project 
was booming.  At the same time the Ehly house was being constructed, two doors down, Norris was build-
ing a new home for banker Fred Champlin (Doug & Diane Frantz’s home at 510 S. Hayes).  In between the 
Ehly and Champlin houses, Norris was building a stately “spec” home at 516  S. Hayes.  Throngs of curious 
towns people would ride out in the evening on the electric street cars to inspect the new construction.  It 
was quite a spectacle and a symbol of Enid’s new prosperity. 

 

Depression Years 
 

 Economic storm clouds, however, were on the horizon.  Norris had over-extended and he needed to 
raise cash.  His large “spec” house between the Ehly and Champlin homes was sold to prominent local at-
torney, Louie McKnight, keeping the financial wolves at bay for a while, and Norris continued to develop 
his Hayes and Garfield Street properties.  Black Friday hit the stock market in October 1929.  Enid’s econ-
omy slowed, but local businesses remained optimistic.  Norris took out Enid’s first building permit in 1930 
for a residence to be constructed on one of his Garfield Street lots (515 S. Garfield) and other Enid builders 
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announced to the local press plans for new projects in the early spring.  But the realty of the Great Depres-
sion began to be felt and, by 1931, construction in Enid came to a standstill.  Norris was forced to scale 
back.  He turned much of his property over to the bank to liquidate debt including the family home at 2010 
W. Maine. 

 

 Norris’ practice of building “spec” homes before he had a buyer was curtailed and he took on pro-
jects in Ponca City to stay employed as well as custom contract jobs in Enid.  In 1929-30, Norris was se-
lected by Dr. William E. and Grace Lamerton and noted Tulsa architect John Duncan Forsythe to build the 
Lamerton Tudor style Mansion at 1420 Indian Drive.  Dr. and Mrs. Lamerton purchased the 40 acre South-
west Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 30, in 1927.  Forsythe had recently designed the Marland 
Mansion in Ponca City for oil man E. W. Marland and the Lamerton project was destined to be one of the 
most stately homes built in Enid.  Enid’s oil economy started to perk up in the mid-1930’s and Norris built 
several contract jobs for prominent Enid families in the Kisner Addition, including homes for Dr. Bruce 
Hinson (1017 Wabash: 1935) and insurance executive James Tresner (1005 Wabash: c. 1935). 

 

 Norris’ traditional brickwork and archways became his trademarks, however, he did not shy away 
from other styles of the time.  In 1935, he built an Art Moderne style home at 1101 York Ave. in the Kisner 
Addition for his friend Ray Pense, and in the late 1930’s, Roy built two houses on a hilltop in Ponca City, 
Oklahoma, incorporating a relatively new product - glass brick - into their construction.  In 1939 he con-
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structed one of Enid’s first Ranch Style homes for W. H. Wooten at 1222 Ramona Drive across the street 
from the recently constructed Taft School (1937).   

 

 Roy’s personal life was often as turbulent as the construction industry.  Shortly after Roy’s arrival in 
Enid, he met Vera Bryant and they were married at Central Christian Church at the corner of Broadway and 
Adams Streets on October 1, 1919.  Sometime in the early 1920’s, Roy purchased a Studebaker car with 
fancy wheels and other extras, having a penchant for eye-catching automobiles.  One night some thieves 
stole the car parked in front of their house and used it to rob a downtown Enid bank, they proceeded to 
abandon the vehicle north of town.  Since everybody downtown knew that the vehicle used in the robbery 
was Roy Norris’ car, police immediately surrounded his house anticipating an arrest. Soon Roy was exoner-
ated, but so totally humiliated he never again drove the car but gave it to a brother-in-law. 

 

 Roy and Vera welcomed a son, Roy Eugene, on December 6th, 1924, followed by a daughter, Mil-
dred Ellen, on October 7th, 1926.  Tragedy struck shortly after Mildred’s birth in October, 1926 when Vera 
died, and, out of necessity, the young family was separated.  Mildred was adopted by Bob Norris and his 
wife Leah of Thomas, Oklahoma, whereas her brother Roy Eugene lived with caregivers in Enid.  On 
March 1, 1927, Roy married Daisy (Leighnor) Ferguson and, with Roy Eugene, they established their first 
home at 2024 West Maine.  This preceded a couple of setbacks:  First of all, Leah died in June, 1928, sec-
ondly, a piece of flint lodged in Roy’s right eye on a construction site.  The eye became infected and was 
removed the day after Leah’s funeral.  Mildred was returned to the Enid family, but tragedy struck again on 
September 1, 1929, when Roy Eugene, age 4, was nearly electrocuted in the family home at 428 S. Hayes.  
Disregarding overall woes of the Depression, the next few years were smooth sailing.  But hardship struck 
again in 1937.  Roy was seriously injured when he slipped on ice and fell head first down an outside base-
ment stairway while servicing a furnace at a home he built in Kisner Heights Addition.  Roy never fully re-
covered and died in 1941.  Daisy continued to raise her two stepchildren.  Daisy worked in the legal depart-
ment of Champlin Refinery Company; She died in 1978. 

 

“Footprints” 
 

 A person is often remembered by the “footprints”  he leaves behind.  Roy Norris’ footprints will re-
main in the community of Enid for many generations.  The next time you drive down Hayes Street, West 
Maine, or Wabash Street in the Kisner Addition, you will undoubtedly see and feel the footprints of one of 
Enid’s premier home builders, Roy Norris: “Designer and Builder of Better Homes”.   
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