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The Chisholm Trail

(The following series of articles appeared in tha@il newspaper during the 100th anniversary of th&i€holm
Trail celebrated in 1966. it was reproduced in RwbN. Gray’s book“The Sixties” (2003)

Chisholm Trail Through Enid Downtown Square (Nov. 1893)

The One-Hundredth Anniversary of the Trail
Special Points
of Interest
This year, [1966] the 180anniversary of the founding of the Chisholm Trailll be deserv-
ing of meaningful observances in towns along thletdil. It is appropriate that more and more per-
sons have become aware in recent years of thdisgie of the Chisholm Trail. In Waurika, county
seat of Jefferson, talk of the museum was firstch@a1964. The idea grew, and in June of that ylear
Chisholm Trail Historical Museum Association wasdrporated under the laws of Oklahoma. * The Legend of Jess

Many historically significant events for the edistfiment of a Chisholm Trail Museum are Chisholm.
right at the door of Jefferson County and the @ityWaurika. This is the only townsite in Oklahoma [l Cowboys and Cattle
straddling the 98 Meridian which before statehood was the dividimg between Indian Territory and
Oklahoma Territory.

* The One-Hundredth
Anniversary of the
Trail.

Trailing.

Evidences of the trail are still visible aboutefimiles east of Waurika where the famous old
trail is crossed by the present east-west U.S. wigh70. It can be traced southward to the east o
Ryan and Terral and then southeasterly to the eltl Rver Crossing.

In the north, the highest point of Jefferson Cgumtars a monument erected in Memory of
drovers who rode the trail. Monument Hill threelenieast of Addington on the Price Ranch was a
familiar landmark for drivers as they moved northdverom Red River Crossing. Thanks to the Pick-
ens County Cow Punchers Association, headed blatbéHenry Price, a concrete monument was built
in 1940 and is yet to be completed with memoriabpkes on each of its four sides. Across the llin
prairie country moved the longhorn cattle from T&xagrairies roamed today by the vastly improved
Hereford and Angus cattle.

It is interesting to review why the Longhorns pasthis way. It was a matter of supply meet-
ing demand. It was a matter of moving cattle wattlout $11.00 for a mature steer in Texas to north-
ern markets offering up to $31.50 at Caldwell, Kemsand $55.00 farther north and east. In Texas
some cattle were worth as little as $4.50 per head.

Beef was plentiful in Texas after the Civil WaFexas had won her independence from Mex-
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ico in 1936 and was an independent republic utdileood in 1845. She joined the Confederacy Billand in the ensuing
years to 1867 her herds of Longhorns multiplieddigpwhile the cheaper currency of the Confedereggtributed to an eco-
nomic depression.

Texas was in dire need of a market for her bégie railheads in Kansas offered that market, aedctitle barons
turned their herds to the Jesse Chisholm Trail1867 the first drive was made to Caldwell and @Winfield, Kansas. The
trail in its beginning was approximately 220 milesg, but in its life of almost two decades, it wasgthened to about 800
miles - from San Antonio in Texas to Abilene in IsaB.

It was in 1865 that the original trail was markmsdthe tracks of a Jesse Chisholm wagon train fiteepoint about five
miles east of Caldwell, Kansas, to a trading pestad by Chisholm and his partner J. R. Mead, intti¢hita Mountains.

The tracks of Jesse Chisholm wagons along thamnilieridian became a part of a much longer trait gerved as the
best route for taking Texas cattle to the Kansakets. Within a few years after the death of Cuish drivers were giving his
name to the whole trail.

In its early years the trail had a variety of namén many towns it was called simply the Traitloe Cattle Trail. Tex-
ans referred to it variously as The Old Kansasl;Tfdie Abilene Trail or McCoy's Trail. In Kansasvias called The Great Cat-
tle Trail, The Texas Trail, The Great Texas Traild The Wichita Trail. Years later, after a neail tfarther west was opened,
the Jesse Chisholm Trail was referred to as theeEeSrail.

Just when it became common to call The Chisholail T$ uncertain. Undoubtedly, it was tagged withisholm’s
name only in conversation for some time beforedaswsed in print. There is one newspaper referenedetter written in El
Dorado, Kansas, on May 18, 1870, telling about@kage Indians camping on the Chisholm Trail dutiregr spring hunt.

In 1870, the federal government employed a stadfvil engineers to make a survey between the Katsaw Nation and
Western Oklahoma. The 98/eridian was chosen as a point of beginning ferrémson that the Five Civilized Tribes were liv-
ing east of the 98Meridian and the Plains or Blanket Indians wevinti west of the meridian. This line was called thdian
Meridian 37 years later when statehood becamelityrea

The original Chisholm Trail extended from the Reider northward to Caldwell, Kansas - from Red Ri@rossing
near the northwest corner of Cook County, Texas, point just north of the Kansas line near CaltiwklIfollowed the present
general north/south line of the Chicago, Rock Idland Pacific Railroad and U.S. Highway 81 in wivas called Indian Terri-
tory, just east of the $8meridian. The original trail terminated a few saghst of where the present U.S. Highway 81 crabses
state line into Caldwell.

After 99 years, the trail can be seen in varidasgs in Oklahoma, both from the air and on theugde or near the fol-
lowing places: Renfrow, Medford, Pond Creek, Kremltnid, Waukomis, Bison, Dover, Kingfisher, PiedroYukon, three
and one-half miles east of Chickasha at Rock Ongséilarlow, one mile east of Duncan where the Qlah@n Store was estab-
lished in 1883, five miles east of Waurika, Sugded Ryan, and six miles east of Terral where thiéttrned southeast to Red
River Station.

As close as he was to the big cattle industryisfday, Jesse Chisholm was known as a trader anasna cattleman.
He was born in Tennessee in 1806 to a Scotch fatieia full blood Cherokee mother. The family mibte Arkansas in 1829
from the Cherokee Indian country of Tennessee.

Jesse was 24 when he arrived in Fort Gibson irCtherokee Nation. He was nephew by marriage of Hamston,
governor of Tennessee and later general of thesT&xay of Independence. Houston married Tiana Rogaster of Jesse
Chisholm’s mother, after resigning as governor e£das.

Jesse Chisholm died March 4, 1868, and was boried hillside about seven miles east and one rnoiléhsof the pre-
sent Greenfield, Oklahoma, in Blaine County. Hiavg bore only a modest marker until a Watongaafikina, school project
distinguished it with a tombstone that recalleddnésed:

*kkkkk
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The Legend of Jesse Chisholm

Jesse Chisholm was one of the most remarkable éis o
time - a pioneer, peace-maker and pathfinder whakesd2 Indian
languages and never carried a gun. He was friendlyall tribes of
Indians in the realm which was later to become fOddiaa. Before he
became a trader and established a trading postGadwell, Kansas,
he participated with the Army Engineers in findiagrail from Fort
Smith, Arkansas, which was the dividing line betwabe state of
Arkansas and Indian Territory, west through Indigarritory to the
western boundary of Oklahoma.

Arkansas became a state by an Act of Congressl datee
15, 1836. Fort Gibson, on the Arkansas River, kictv Jesse Chis-
holm came from his home in Tennessee, was establish1822. He
was an early arrival of the Cherokees in the Indiarritory.

About the time that Arkansas became a state theaets of
the Cherokee Indian tribe were being removed byStlage of Georgia
to the Cherokee Nation in the northwestern cormfi¢he Indian Terri-
tory. The Cherokee Nation extended south to tHeaAsas River op-
posite Fort Smith.

There proved to be two parties or clans of ther@iees -
those previously removed to the Indian Territoryd awho were
friendly with the whites; those who had later beraved from the
State of Georgia, known as the “Treaty Party,” vgtrongly opposed being moved to a new countryware being forced by
the government to acquiesce in its ultimatum.

Among these parties of Cherokees, some difficailtise - and with them came fears for the safettyeowhites in the
sparsely settled State of Arkansas. Since Arkansassuch a young state, some wise counsel in Wgtsimi has advised re-
establishment of the fort at Fort Smith a monttobefpassage of the Act of Admission dated May 8861 The act passed au-
thorizing the removal of the garrison to Fort Gib$eefore this, and Congress appropriated $50,008-¢stablish these forts.

Activation of the various forts in Indian Territoceased in the summer of 1842 on order of Gerfexglor, due to an
easing of tension and the cooperation of the Fivédizd Tribes.

About September, 1871, after some soldiers had texaoved from other forts to Fort Gibson, the proywas taken
from the control of the War Department and transféto the Interior Department. The Indians hamained under the Secre-
tary of the Interior since that time.

The creation of the Indian Territory by the treatbf the United States created a haven for outleewmggades, thieves
and cutthroats. In the territory, evil men wereeaable only to the white man’s law, which was dighbd by the United States
Criminal Court of the Western District of Arkansas the second Monday in May 1871, with Judge IdRaker presiding.
Judge Parker became known as “The Hanging Judgering two decades on the bench he actually hah§8dnen.

The president of the United States, Thomas Jeifelis a January 9, 1809, letter written to the rCkees, granted the
permission to move from the State of Tennesseleetdnidian Territory and guaranteed their safetyis Very probably that Jesse
Chisholm’s father moved to Arkansas at the same.tilWe find them located there soon afterward.

The Chisholm family became prominent in the Arkemnsettlement of the Cherokees. In the treatyladad July 8,
1817, between the national government and the Ea€tkerokees and the Arkansas Cherokees, we firmh@nihe Arkansas
chiefs who signed this treaty the names of JamegeiRaand John D. Chisholm. Later, Rogers was teeldoom the tribe in
Arkansas as a representative of the United Statesrgment, and was sent east to assist in obtathengonsent of the balance
of the Cherokees who had not moved to the Indiaritdgy.

The first recorded account of Jesse Chisholm asddtivities dates back to 1832. Jesse partiethat the national
government’s construction of a road over the cqubétween Fort Towson and the Arkansas River soltigians might receive
supplies from the government by boat up the Arkai&iger. The trail extended 147 miles over wilnljgh country. It was se-
lected, laid out and surveyed by Robert Bean asseJEhisholm.

Chisholm was a wise counsel and safe adviser edlyeto the Indian tribes of the entire Indian Titary, even extend-
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ing to the wild Apaches. Jesse’s father was nadastes Edward Chisholm. Jesse succeeded his fattier operation of the

store at the mouth of Little River. His successwgand his influence extended until he became knasvthe most successful
and influential trader on the Southern Plains. Apaches, Kiowas, Comanches and other Plains Iadiame long distances to
trade at his store. Chisholm continued to pushizafion west by establishing trading posts in tbens of Asher, Lexington,

Council Grove (which is about six miles east of @idma City, and finally six miles east of Caldwklansas.

It is a well known fact that at this time on therftier salt was one of the most sought after ladiof consumption its
potential was recognized by Jesse Chisholm whorbedaterest in the production of salt in what isvitbhe Oklahoma. He pro-
duced the salt from a number of points in Indiamrii@y. One of these, prior to the Civil War, waswhat is nhow Blaine
County.

Chisholm established a trading post near whah@w as Chisholm Creek, located now within the ooafe limits of
the City of Wichita, Kansas. His interest in tharthern trade, by virtue of the railroads pushingstward, brought about the
locating and laying out of the trail which laterrbdiis name.

During the Civil War, Jesse Chisholm remained rautAt the beginning of the war, he counseledtradity on the part
of all tribes in the Indian Territory. The soutmder some conditions, made it almost impossihleséone of the Indians to fol-
low this course. For his position in this mattbe federal government employed him as a representa the Indian Tribes in
negotiation and concluding treaties and in matteas were fair and always satisfactory to bothipart

His influence for good was felt in this wild comynimore than that of any other man. For good nesstid the Indians
of the Indian Territory view his death on Marchl868 a calamity.

*kkkkkk

Cowboys and Cattle Trailing

The story of the Chisholm Trall, if told in detaiould abound with romance and tragic affairs taturred on the trail
from Red River Crossing in Oklahoma to Kansasis Hltogether fitting and proper that a museum dialdished to perpetuate
the remembrance of a famous old trail that contetdiso much to the settling of the Western PlafribeUnited States.

Many of the newspapers of the early days printedeskind of story about the Chisholm Trail and dineat cattle herds
that left Texas for Kansas, which was the only retf&asible for the Texas ranchers at a nomindlfoodransportation, called
“walking the cattle to market.”

The Civil War closed too late, and the conditiofishe country were too unsettled for any seridtesnapts to be made
to market Texas cattle during the summer of 18B86wever, Texas cattlemen were keenly alive to thesibilities offered by
the high price of beef in the north and east.

During the winter of 1865, it is probable that Bierds were collected preparatory to driving themtmas soon as grass
would be sufficiently advance to make a start gaesi Some men in the north, particularly lowantis and Nebraska which
constituted the Corn Belt, determined to engagdriiving cattle from Texas to these states. Dutheglate winter of 1865, sev-
eral of these men came to Texas and purchased tifebéeves and stock cattle to drive northward.

The procedure was to journey from St. Louis dolan Mississippi River by steamer to New Orleans @mdo Galves-
ton. The buyers then proceeded northward to ttexiar where they bought herds somewhere in thghieirhood of Austin,
San Antonio, or wherever such herds were availaBleey purchased horses, mules, wagons and othignegnt, and hired a
number of men to drive the cattle northward.

The cattle drives were started about the firshrfil and continued until about October 1. How maxf the cattle were
purchased and started north in the spring of 186&ot definitely known. A few years later, theuiig was placed at 160,000
head by men who made a careful study of the subject

The trail commonly used at that time crossed fijgiast of Denison, Texas, and passed Pilot PDiabton, Sherman
and across the Red River to Indian Territory. fbgh pass, Boggy Depot, was northeast acrossvtn€tinadian rivers and on
past Fort Gibson to Baxter, Kansas. This was knas/The Shawnee Trail. It did not prove satisigchecause most of this
territory was bush country and difficulties of kihds plagued the drovers.

Most of the trouble began at the Red River. Omegond that stream, there were many problems. Ifdians were
constant source of worry and vexation. Some oflitldéans made it a practice to stampede the dattteder to collect money
for gathering them together again. Some demandgthent (ten cents per head) for grass consumedite \Wieves and out-
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laws, as well as pilfering Indians, made it necasfa drovers to what their property closely dttahes. Prairie fires and grass-
hoppers were also a source of concern.

To top it off, the drovers encountered difficudti@ith the “sodbusters” or settlers of southwessdduri and southeast-
ern Kansas. The sodbusters could not easily fahgét heavy losses from Texas fever during thes/peeceding the Civil War,
and they were fully determined not to risk any téa of such a disaster. Armed bands of farmenst) pitchforks, shovels or
any sort of instrument they could gather, were kjyiformed to stop the herds of Texas cattle atlibeder. Drovers were
warned they would not be permitted to proceed éartitil cold weather. Some of the drovers wesaaked, beaten, or even
killed. Others insisted upon proceeding only taehtheir cattle shot and killed. Some turned kadkdian Territory to wait the
coming of colder weather.

Discouraged by all the hardships, a few men abeditheir herds, selling them for anything theynige offered, and
rode back to Texas. Still others turned west @lberokee country driving in that direction untiéthpassed the western limits of
a settlement in Kansas, and turning northward tesida and a corner of Nebraska, or on to lowa.

Difficulties along The Shawnee Trail by way of thkssissippi River thus led to its virtual abandam A few herds
were trailed from Texas across the costal praiddsouisiana, but the price was not high enougjustify the long drive.

The cattle barons began to look northward farthethe Red River. In 1867, the southern brancth@fUnion Pacific
Railway, called the Kansas Pacific was built westifeom Kansas City up the valley of the ArkansagseR

Joseph G. McCoy, a prominent cattle dealer ofrigfiigld, lllinois, had become very interest in fhexas cattle trade.
He was the youngest of three brothers, and he bad engaged for several years in buying and stgpgattle. McCoy and his
associates did an enormous business and were meratdth and influence in the community in whichythHared. Joseph
McCoy was the father of the Abilene market for Tegattle arriving from the Jesse Chisholm Trail.

It must be remembered that these cattle hadtfirse caught, rounded up, trail broken, trail bexhdnd earmarked be-
fore starting on their long trek from Texas to Alpié or Caldwell, Kansas. It is reliably quoted WyA. (Bill) Poage that
“during the time that Chisholm Trail was in flowdrQ,000,000 cattle and 50,000 cowboys went uprtie tEach cowboy saw
the trail-driving life from his own perspective,caaach observed some salient facts and incideetsomked by others.

Most of the cowboys engaged in trail riding werebels”, from the Confederacy who had returnedh&irthomes in the
Texas plains country. They were pretty rough argijed, hungry and ragged, but saw this as an apporto seek fame, ad-
venture and fortune.

The best records available on the number of cowlvdyo worked the Chisholm cattle trail cover fivagps of names.
There are many more whose names are not contamedyorolls or printed on the pages of history. nMaf them, who gave
their lives and scalps to the Indians, will neverrbcorded. The number of cowboys who lost thedslon the Chisholm Trall
will never be known.

Never again will the world see a movement of eatil compare with the longhorn exodus from Texdse. matter what
their final destination, they had to cross the Ré¢er and follow the Jesse Chisholm Trail to Kangaseach the northern or
eastern markets. The Red River Valley was the mia@et of frontier history - from Louisiana to thexas and Oklahoma Pan-
handles.

It is noteworthy that the highest court of thedamcognized this famous cattle thoroughfare asstablished trail in
litigation growing out of an incident in the sprinfj1877. While driving a large herd of cattlerfrd’exas to Kansas through the
Kiowa-Comanche country, one Thomas C. Andrews cangrethe Washita River. Unfortunately for Andrewgjians of the
reservation drove away a number of his cattle.elLathen the Act of March 3, 1891, provided for #djudication of claims
arising from “Indian Depredation,” Andrews filedckaim against the Indians and the United StatebeolJ.S. Court of Claims.
He contended that his cattle were on the estaloligttésholm Trail and therefore were lawfully withiine reservation as pro-
vided by a treaty of August 25, 1868. The govemnu®ntended that Andrews was a trespasser, iatiool of treaty stipula-
tions, and was therefore without right to recover.

The court of claims held that the cattle weret@n@hisholm Trail, that it was an established tth&t Andrews was not
a trespasser, and gave him judgment in the amdu$B,800 against the United States and the Kiowh@omanche Indians.
This judgment, when appealed was affirmed by tt& Supreme Court.

There have been some questions about the Chishidihto some authorities, but to put their mindrest, the 13
Oklahoma Legislature in House Bill 149 required skete highway department to survey the old Chishiblail from Red River
Crossing to the Kansas line. The survey thus edlegsulted in a detailed map that was publishezbimection with the first
article in this series on the Chisholm Trail, thgbuhe courtesy of the Oklahoma Historical Society.

It is proper to say more about a man whose ernserplid so much to sustain the Chisholm Trail, jbsé. McCoy.
McCoy, prior to 1867, was a cattle buyer and feédehe sates of lllinois and lowa. Due to theilCiVar and the depletion of
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the herds from Nebraska, Montana, Wyoming and thkolas, he became interested in the cattle mankéhe thought could be
established in Abilene, Kansas. His dream wasifp Bexas cattle by rail from Abilene to KansasyC#t. Louis and Chicago.

Up to this time, the western most slaughteringseswof any size were in Cincinnati, Ohio. McColjethon several rail-
road company presidents to interest them in pusthiagailroads west to the cattle pens of Abilee proposed to collect 25-
cents-per-head for cattle shipped east by histeffdome of the railroad offices were responsitleers hostile.

McCoy was successful with one railroad companys aAresult, McCoy contributed much to the fronpiepple, to the
people of Texas who needed a stable market fdedattevive them from the depression of 1873htrailroad companies, to the
cattle barons who found themselves with plentyatfie but no coin of the realm and to himself.

At the same time, he ran page advertisementsinoif, Indiana, lowa and Michigan luring cattlem@ncome to Abilene
and stock up on lean and hungry Texas cattle wéoeid be purchased for two to three dollars pedhédcCoy and the railroad
company built stockyards at Abilene large enougheld 3,000 head of wild Texas steers. Surveyorg \went out to mark a trail
from Wichita to Abilene with little mounds of eartth guide the cowboys.

About 35,000 cattle were moved into Abilene in 8@ he first rail shipment was 20 freight carloadhich left Abilene
September 5, 1867, billed to Chicago. During thgtrio two or three years, the cattle movement filceras was at its highest.
No one knows exactly how many cattle were driveAltdene in that period. The lowest estimate ie¢éhmillion head, and there
are estimates higher than five million head. WPBage, a drover, once estimated that 14 milliadhaoved over the Chisholm
Trail during its entire life.

When the Santa Fe Railroad finally reach Newtoandés, it broke the cattle trade at Abilene. Tlwkan the extension
was built south to Wichita, Newton’s day as a vélttl wooly cowboy town ended. It became a railroaeh and Wichita got the
cattle business.

After the railroad was completed to Abilene, McOmggan to campaign which made that city the catilgital of the
west. He recognized vast potential of the Chishbtail and his experience in lllinois with longhoeattle brought up the Missis-
sippi River by steamboat before the Civil War hadght him that Texas cattle did well on the hightgin “salt-grass” of the Mid-
western states. McCoy reach Abilene in 1867 withlilessings of the promoters of the Kansas anifid®Bailroad, now a part of
the Union Pacific, and a promise of every sortidftae railroad could give him if he brought busia¢o them.

McCoy made good in a big way. He sent emissaoid¢ke big cattlemen of the Texas cow country. niégled circulars
to every outfit whose name and address he could.le@ihe circulars urged the cattlemen to drivertbattle to Abilene and as-
sured them they would find buyers.

After two decades, from 1865 to 1884, the JessshGhm Trail was coming to a close. The westwaatah of the rail-
roads, he barbed wire fences, the quarantine lasidtmg from tick fever, and other developmentshi@ settlement of the west
were hampering and discouraging cattle drives erirtil.

With the fencing off of the Jesse Chisholm TrailKansas, the cattlemen had to find another rotitee railroad finally
got to Dodge City, Kansas, after many trials aiftlitations. The cattlemen left the old Chisholnailat EIm Creek in the Chero-
kee Strip of Indian Territory and moved northwasdindge City. Thus the cowboy capital moved agamDodge city - until the
railroads were built into the Texas Range courgnging the big cattle drives.

After the season of 1884, the Chisholm Trail wiakuglly closed. Shipments of cattle were lessitbhae-third of the total
the previous year, and this one-third came mogh fiacal herds, holdovers, and Indian Territory lserd oadings continued to
diminish. Sodbusters and barbed wire were blockiegdrovers. Railroads were piercing deepertimoTexas Ranges and were
offering better facilities and more favorable rdi@mslivestock shipments.

The exodus of cattle from Texas and the migratiboattle drovers up and down the Chisholm Traiped to lessen the
sectional animosity that the abolition movement #rel Civil War had engendered. The cattle tradated a better feeling be-
tween Northern and Texas men by bringing themdénotatact with each other in commercial transactions.

The Chisholm Trail made a lasting impression upma nation’s economy. It spurred the settlementhef northern
ranges including those of Colorado, Wyoming, Moatand the Dakotas.

The Chisholm Trail offered a way of escape to$tete of Texas, impoverished by the Civil War. d®stockmen con-
verted their surplus cattle into federal currendyolr enabled them to lift the debts and mortgaga® their ranches and homes.

Barbed wire fences cut off the Chisholm Trail aaihs began to beat out the prints of millionsarfghorn hoofs. Soon a
carpet of new grass spread over the battered [Bthwhere the land was not cultivated and wheneasts were crossed, marks of
the famous old trail can still be seen. It is gdadeed, that we remember their significance.
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