
Books by Marquis James 
 

1923 A History of the American Legion. New York: W. Green. James’s first book, written while he was editing the American 
Legion magazine. 

 

1929 The Raven: A Biography of Sam Houston. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill.  James’s first major biography and the winner of 
 the 1929 Pulitzer Prize in biography.  It marks the first in a long line of books that he published with Bobbs-Merrill. A 
 Modern edition was published in 1990 by the Book-of-the-Month club, New York.  Introduction by Robert M. Utley. 

 

1931 (With Bessie Rowland James) Six Feet Six.  A children’s book about Sam Houston. 

 

1933 Andrew Jackson: The Border Captain. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill. 

 

1934 They Had Their Hour. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill.  Dramatic episodes in American history written for popular consump-
tion. 

 (With Bessie Rowland James) The Courageous Heart.  A biography of Andrew Jackson for young readers. 

 

1937 Andrew Jackson: Portrait of a President. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill. 

 

1938 The Life of Andrew Jackson. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill.  Combines The Border Captain (1933) and Portrait of a Presi-
dent (1937) into one volume, which one James his second Pulitzer Prize for biography. 

 

1939 Mister Garner of Texas. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill. A biography of John Nance Garner, who served as vice president of 
the United States during Franklin Roosevelt’s first two terms. 

 

1941 Alfred I. DuPont: The Family Rebel. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill.  Commissioned by the DuPont family, this was the first 
of James’s many books in the genre of business history.  All of his subsequent works, with the exception of his autobiog-
raphy, were commissioned or contracted. 

 

1942 Biography of a Business, 1792-1942: Insurance Company of North America. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill. 

 

1945 The Cherokee Strip: A Tale of an Oklahoma Boyhood. New York: Viking.  James’s recollections of his youth.  This was 
his first book with Viking, breaking with his old publisher, Bobbs-Merrill. 

 

1947 The Metropolitan Life: A Study in Business Growth. New York: Viking. 

 

1953 The Texaco Story: The First Fifty Years, 1902-1952. New York: Texaco. 

 

1954 (With Bessie Rowland James.) Biography of a Bank: The Story of Bank of American, N.T. & S.A. New York: Harper and 
Brothers.  

 

1993 Merchant Adventurer: The Story of W.R. Grace.  W. R. Grace and Co.  Commissioned by W. R. Grace and Co in 1944 
and completed in 1948.  The book was scheduled for release in October of 1948 when suddenly W. R. Grace decided not 
to publish it.  The manuscript was finally published in 1993 some 45 years later after being discovered by historian Law-
rence A. Clayton in the archives of the W. R. Grace and Co. 
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